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Schools have trailed business in.imple-
menting new technologies, #hd Kevin
Urso’s-firm:.is one of several working to
change that.

Ugso. is the president of Great.River-
based Connected Technology, which fills in

ements the technology depart-
ious school districts. The firm
helps districts connect networks that  con-
solidate storage of documents-and allow
all of a district’s buildings to be on a sin-
gle system.

It also brings:in’
new technologies,
such as document
imaging products
that.scan.and
store.student and
employee records
to make them
accessible to- dif-
ferent users
throughout a dis-
trict.

~ “In the past, schools would keep boxes
and boxes, and they'd store them down in
the basement,” Urso said. “When they
needed to retrieve a record, someone went
to the basement. Now they can call it up
on their desktop.”

Another challenge for schools is the
sheer scale of implementing new systems.
Districts can easily have 4,000 t0-6,000
users between students and staff, Urso
noted.

“When a kid comes in in first grade,” he
said, “they get an account they keep until
graduation.”

» Internet. “Schools need more bandwidth,” Most emergency response systems zu"e

¢ he said.
In the past, districts found computer

B record-keeping systems too expensive,

8 Urso said, but the costs have been drop-
| ping and the greater efficiency and long-
term savings have made the systems
2 viable for schools.
b Corinected Technology, which has 13
j employees, started in 2001. The firm is
hosting a seminar on Feb. 28 at the Hilton
¥ Long Island in Huntington on storage and
L disaster recovery for schools.

Device connects users
to 811 In smergencies

A Long Island medical supply firm has
won the rights to be the exclusive supplier
in the New York metro area of a new emer-
gency response device. .

Prime Care Medical Supplies Inc. will
carry the Guardian Alert 911, a pendant
that users can wear to contact 911 in the
event of a medical emergency. The pendant
contains a miniature wireless speaker-
phone that taps into existing phone lines.

designed to contact an emergency response
center that contacts emergency agencies.

Prime Care officials say that by eliminating /8

the third party, their device will cut down
on response times.

Prime Care has sold more than 100 of
the devices in recent months, and expects
to sell more than 500 this year.

Prime Care has offices in Holtsville and
Lynbrook and has been in business since 1982.
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